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Oral Presentations  

 
 

8:45-10:15  Session 1 
 
 
A Methodological Exploration of Designing Discrete Choice Experiments with Duration to Model EQ-5D-
5L Health States 
Brendan Mulhern, MRes, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom; Nick Bansback, PhD, University of British 
Columbia, Canada; Arne Risa Hole, PhD, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom; Aki Tsuchiya, PhD, University 
of Sheffield, United Kingdom 
Background: Recently, it has been shown that discrete choice experiments incorporating an attribute for 
duration (known as DCETTO) can be used to derive health state values for descriptive systems such as the 
EQ-5D-5L that are anchored on the full health - dead utility scale. However, methodological issues remain 
relating to: the levels and values used for the duration attribute; and the optimal way to select the health 
state pairs.  
Purpose: The purpose of this study is threefold: 1. to investigate the impact of increasing the number of 
duration levels used and the number of pairs in the model where duration varies; 2. to compare models 
derived from two different designs ɀ one with zero priors (Type Ia design) and one with non-zero priors 
(Type Ib design); 3. to investigate a method of allocating duration to EQ-5D-5L health state pairs designed 
without a duration attribute (Type II design)  
Methods: To investigate aims 1 and 2, two sets of study designs each including 120 pairs of health profiles 
made up from EQ-5D-5L health states combined with one of six duration levels were selected using a D-
optimality algorithm with zero and non-zero prior values for the health state dimension level coefficients. 
This was done using the DCE design software NGene. For aim 3, 120 EQ-5D-5L health state pairs were 
selected using stata, and duration levels were allocated to the pairs based on the estimated utility value of 
the health state taken from an earlier study by the authors (the PRET-AS study; Bansback et al., 2014) 
where we aimed to achieve a 60-40 to 70-30 proportion split between the choices. An online sample of 
2,002 members of the UK general population (802 Type Ia; 800 Type Ib; 400 Type II) representative in 
terms of age and gender completed 10 DCETTO tasks each. Data were analysed using conditional logit 
modelling and the impact on the predicted values derived were compared to the earlier PRET-AS work. 
Differences across the models derived from the designs with zero and non-zero priors were assessed.  
Results: The Type Ia design (with zero priors) produced a model with coefficients that are generally 
logically ordered. The Type Ib design (with non-zero priors) resulted in a set of less ordered coefficients, 
and the models significantly differ to each other. The Type II design resulted in a generally logically ordered 
and significant model.  
Conclusions: 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ȰÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔ ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ,ȱ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ 
non-zero priors (taken from the results of a similar DCETTO study) will not necessarily result in better 
overall outcomes. Allocating duration values to EQ-5D-5L health state pairs based on their estimated utility 
value is feasible. 
 
 
Does the Choice of Health State Comparator or Ordering of Dimensions Matter when Valuing EQ-5D-5L? 
Koonal Kirit Shah, MSc, and Brendan Mulhern, MRes, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom 
Background: Studies to produce utility values for the EQ-5D-5L instrument are ongoing internationally. 
These include the valuation of EQ-5D-5L health states using the time trade-off (TTO) and discrete choice 
experiment (DCE) methods. In some of the studies carried out to date, relatively low mean TTO values for 
mild health states have been observed. It is hypothesised that this is because the health states under 
ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÆÕÌÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȱȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ΣΣΣΣΣ 
ɉÔÈÅ ȰÂÅÓÔȱ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÖÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍɊȢ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ËÅÙ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÓËÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
the health state dimensions are presented to respondents. Respondents may use a variety of heuristics  
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when completing valuation tasks (for example focusing on the first dimension presented). It is 
hypothesised that the relative importance that respondents place on different dimensions is affected by 
the order in which the dimensions are presented to them.  
Purpose: To assess the impact on health state valuations of using two different comparators (full health 
and 11111) and three different dimension orderings.  
Methods: Preferences for EQ-5D-5L health states were elicited from a broadly representative sample of 
members of the UK general public. TTO and DCE data were collected using computer-assisted personal 
ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Óȟ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÈÏÍÅÓȢ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÁÎÄÏÍÌÙ ÁÌÌÏÃÁted to one of six arms 
that determined the TTO comparator health state (full health or 11111) and the dimension ordering in both 
the TTO and DCE tasks. After completing the valuation tasks, the respondents were asked follow-up 
questions which sought to exaÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÆÕÌÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȱȢ $ÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÍÅÁÎ 
values and the relative importance of the coefficients across the arms were assessed using difference 
testing and regression analyses.  
Results: 450 interviews were completed in mid-2014. Health state 11111 was almost always given a value of 1; 
yet the majority of respondents who self-reported as being in 11111 did not consider themselves to be in 
ȰÂÅÓÔ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȱȢ 0ÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ΣΣΣΣΣ ɉÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁn full health) as the 
comparator does not increase the average values elicited for mild health states. A sizeable minority of 
respondents did not agree that 11111 and full health are equivalent. Vision and spirituality were mentioned 
by respondents as examples of important aspects of health not covered by 11111. Descriptive analysis 
suggests that there are minimal differences between the mean TTO health state values across the different 
dimension orderings. Regression analysis suggests that the magnitude of the dimension coefficients differs 
across the different dimension orders (for both TTO and DCE), but there is no clear pattern.  
Conclusions: The low observed values for mild EQ-5D-5L health states cannot be explained by the choice of 
comparator health state alone. There is some evidence that the order in which the dimensions are 
presented affects the coefficients, which may affect the health state values generated. 
 
 
Patient Preferences for Attributes of Disease Modifying Therapies: A Choice Based Conjoint Analysis  
Leslie Wilson, PhD, University of CaliforniaɂSan Francisco, United States; Christine Bui, PharmD, University of 
CaliforniaɂDavis, United States 
Purpose: Disease modifying therapies (DMTs) decrease relapses in patients with multiple sclerosis (MS). 
Due to their wide variety of risk/ benefit attributes, patients must weigh their preferences when choosing 
$-4ÓȢ 7Å ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ $-4ȭÓ ÒÉÓËȾÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓȢ  
Methods: Our choice-based conjoint (CBC) survey developed using Sawtooth software was given in-
ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÔÏ ΥΡΡ ÃÏÎÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÌÁÐÓÉÎÇ ÒÅÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ -3 ÁÔ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȟ 3ÁÎ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏȭÓ -3 
clinic. Each patient answered 16 choice tasks. They chose one of two choices with 3-4 different levels of 6 
risk and benefit attributes of hypothetical DMTs. Benefits included delayed progression, reduced relapses, 
and symptom improvement. Risks were mild side effects (SEs), serious SEs, and administration route and 
frequency. Analysis used mixed-effects logistic regression.  
Results: Patients were 76% female; 75% with mild, 18% moderate, and 7% severe disease. All 6 attributes 
significantly impacted patient preference. Of the benefits, the preferences were highest for preventing 
progression 10 vs 2 years (odds ratio [OR]=2.27, p<0.001) and for substantial vs no improvement in 
symptoms (OR=3.67, p<0.001). Patients may be willing to accept a 0.05-0.1% risk of serious SEs leading to 
death (OR=0.57-0.66; p<0.001) to gain a moderate to substantial benefit from their therapy. A 1% risk of 
serious SE compared to no risk (OR=0.22, p<0.001) resulted in very low preference, but had a comparable 
magnitude in preference to a substantial improvement in symptoms vs no improvement (OR=1.60, 
p<0.001). Compared to daily subcutaneous administration, patients preferred daily oral administration 
(OR=2.15, p<0.001), then monthly intravenous (OR=1.54, p<0.001), and then intramuscular weekly (OR=1.19, 
p<0.01).  
Conclusions: Patients are willing to make risk/benefit tradeoffs in medication selection. Their strongest 
benefit preference is for treatments that improve their symptoms substantially (not a proven DMT benefit) 



4 | P a g e 

and the least for relapse prevention (the primary outcome of many DMT clinical trials). Oral and monthly 
administration is preferred. 
 
 
Measuring Caregiver Treatment Preferences Using Best Worst Scaling and Conjoint Analysis 
Ilene Hollin, MPH; Holly Peay, MS; and John Bridges, PhD, Johns Hopkins University, United States 
Purpose: Under its patient-centered drug development program, the FDA aims to better understand the 
perspectives of patients and caregivers for 20 diseases. Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy (PPMD) 
developed, implemented, and disseminated a community-centered approach to study patient and 
caregiver preferences for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD). DMD is a rare, progressive disease with no 
&$! ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅÓȢ 4ÈÏÕÇÈ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ &$!ȭÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ΤΡ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅÓȟ 00-$ ÂÅÇÁÎ Á ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ 
on DMD treatment preferences. In this study lead by PPMD, we aimed to compare two stated-preference 
methods: best worst scaling (BWS) case 2 (profile case) and conjoint analysis using a take-it-or-leave-it 
choice formats. These two approaches were used within a sinÇÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒÓȭ 
preferences for the benefits and risks of emerging treatments for DMD.  
Methods: Both the BWS and conjoint analysis elicitation format where used on a single underlying 
experiment. Using a main-effects orthogonal array, 18 potential treatments were developed using six 
attributes (each defined across three levels) that were previously identified using a rigorous community-
engaged approach. For each treatment profile, respondents were asked to identify what they viewed as 
ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒÓÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÓËÅÄ Ȱ)Æ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÌȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÃÈÉÌÄȩȱ 'ÏÏÄ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÁÄÊÕÓÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ 
graphically.  
Results: The caregiver survey respondents (n=119) were more often married (90%), Caucasian (92%), 
biological mothers (67%). We identified a statistical and qualitative difference between the two 
approaches, even when accounting for differences in scale across the results of the two experiments. 
While benefits and risks were similarly evaluated, differences across the two methods were identified for 
both nausea and post-market data knowledge about the drug. For both of these attribute, monotonicity 
(i.e. an upward slope) was observed for BWS, but for both attributes discontinuities in slope were 
identified using conjoint analysis.  
Conclusions: BWS and conjoint analysis produced similar results for benefits and risks, but not for the other 
attributes. The lack of monotonicity for nausea and post-market data in the conjoint analysis could not be 
explained by stratifying by disease severity or via latent class analysis, leading us to assume that is was due 
to some unobserved framing effect within the conjoint-analysis elicitation format. More research is needed 
to study differences between stated-preference methods. 
 
 

10:30-12:00  Session 2 
 
 
2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ 4ÉÍÅ $ÁÔÁ Ǫ #ÁÓÅ Σ "ÅÓÔ 7ÏÒÓÔ 3ÃÁÌÉÎÇ $ÁÔÁȡ 3ÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÎÇ Ȱ'ÕÔȱ !ÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
Predict Preferences 
Terry Nicholas Flynn, BA, MSc, PhD, Australia; Elisabeth Huynh, BComm, PhD, University of South Australia, 
Australia; Charlie Corke, MBBS, Geelong Hospital, Australia; Guy Hawkins, PSych, PhD, University of New 
South Wales, Australia 
Purpose: To understand whether supplementing Case 1 (Object Case) best-worst scaling (BWS) data to 
quantify attitudes towards end-of-life care with response time data produced similar results or whether 
attitudes like ' A Methodological Exploration all life is sacred' merely evoke 'fast, gut' responses of the 
Kahneman type which do not predict preferences. 
Methods: 1186 respondents aged 55+ in Australia answered two online discrete choice experiments, which 
logged how long they took per mouse click. One DCE was a sÉÍÐÌÅ ȰÁÃÃÅÐÔȾÒÅÊÅÃÔ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȱ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ Á 
full factorial in 16 (4x2x2) hypothetical realistic end-of-life clinical scenarios. The other was a Case 1 BWS  
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study in 13 choice sets to quantify degree of agreement with 13 attitudes towards end-of-life care spanning 
ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ȰÐÒÏ-ÌÉÆÅȱȟ ȰÐÒÏ-ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ-ÍÁËÉÎÇȱȢ ! "ÁÌÁÎÃÅÄ 
Incomplete Block Design was used to ensure equal occurrences and co-occurrences and minimise 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔ ÔÅÎÄÅÎÃÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓȭ intentions. Respondents who obviously did not do the tasks 
in a reasonable timeframe were deleted. Traditional logit-based BWS models of the choice data were 
compared with hierarchical Bayesian implementation of the best-worst Linear Ballistic Accumulator (LBA) 
ÍÏÄÅÌÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ΤΡΣΥ ÁÎÄ ΤΡΣΦ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÕÁÌÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÎÄÏÍ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÙ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÁÓ Á ȰÈÏÒÓÅ ÒÁÃÅȱ ÔÙÐÅ 
psychological process.  
Results: Certain divergencies arose from the two models. Most notably (1) the 'considered response' (I 
would prefer a course of treatment that focused on extending life as much as possible, even if that meant 
more pain and discomfort) and the 'gut response' (all human life is sacred) are approximately equally 
disliked in the choice data. However, (2) when adding the response times the 'gut response' is disliked far 
more. Three DCE segments were found, (1) the largest, close to two thirds, virtually always rejected 
treatment, (2) the second, close to one third, switched answers depending on the attribute levels on offer, 
(3) the smallest (7-9%) virtually always wanted treatment. 
Conclusions: DCEs to elicit advance care plans involving complex clinical scenarios are difficult. Case 1 BWS 
studies that successfully predict preferences from more general attitudes would help uptake of advances 
care planning. Since the DCE showed that the vast majority of Australians wanted care to improve 
symptom management and quality of life, rather than life extension, attitudes that help distinguish those 
one third of Australians with 'it depends' preferences are far more helpful in advance care planning that 
ones that simply induce strong disagreement - with little to no predictive ability of preferences - rather than 
consideration. This study provides strong quantitative evidence supporting a priori hypotheses the authors 
had concerning which attitudes are likely to be helpful in predicting preferences. 
 
 
Using Eye-Tracking Methods to Inform Decision Making Processes in Discrete Choice Experiments 
Mandy Ryan, PhD; Nicolas Krucien, PhD; and Frouke Hermens, PhD, University of Aberdeen, Scotland 
Context: The increased use of discrete choice experiments (DCEs) in health economics has been 
accompanied by an interest in how individuals respond to such choice tasks. More specifically, researchers 
have questioned whether individuals respond to DCEs in the way economic theory predicts. Quantitative 
methods employed have been argued to be limited in addressing this question. In this paper we explore 
the use of eye-tracking methods to shed further light on how individuals respond to DCEs, focusing on 
insights from analysis of data on visual attention to attributes.  
Purpose: To better understand how individuals respond to DCEs and to improve the modelling of 
preferences by recording the visual attention of participants to a DCE.  
Methods: An existing DCE designed to elicit preferences for diet and exercise programmes was used. 
Twenty-eight students completed 11 choice tasks whilst an eye-tracking system recorded their visual 
fixations. Analysis looked initially at visual fixations across alternatives and attributes. Five models, 
reflecting different assumptions about visual attention and choices, were then estimated and compared to 
ÔÈÅ ȬÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȭ $#% ÍÏÄÅÌȢ 'ÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÆÉÔ ɉ!)#Ɋ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÍÏÄÅÌÓȢ  
Results: Visual fixation data indicated a left to right bias, top to bottom bias and evidence of attribute non-
attendance (ANA). Modelling visual attention impacted on parameter estimates. The best fitting model 
was where visual attention and attributes values were modelled as two separate sources of influence on 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÖÉÓÕÁÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÅÌȭÓ 
variance.  
Conclusion: Visual attention data provided useful insight into DCE response data. Evidence of a leftɀto-right 
and top-to-bottom bias suggests practitioners should randomise order of alternatives and attributes. 
Evidence was presented of zero fixation time for some attributes, indicating ANA. Incorporating visual 
attention into DCE models improved model fit, potentially improving the validity of welfare estimates and 
thus the delivery of healthcare. Future areas for research are suggested. 
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Using Eye-Tracking to Explore the Framing of Risk Attributes in a Discrete Choice Experiment 
Caroline Mary Vass, MSc; Dan Rigby, PhD; Stephen Campbell, PhD; Kelly Tate, BSc; Andrew Stewart, PhD; and 
Katherine Payne, PhD, University of Manchester, United Kingdom 
Purpose: To understand how the communication of risk in a discrete choice experiment (DCE) affects 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÈÅÕÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓȢ  
Method: A pilot DCE was designed to understand the preferences of female members of the public 
(recruited by posters in local cafes) for a breast screening programme described by three attributes 
(probability of detecting a cancer, risk of unnecessary treatment, and out-of-pocket cost) each with four 
levels. Two survey styles were used that varied how the risk attributes (probability of detecting a cancer 
and risk of unnecessary treatment) were presented as: (1) a percentage or (2) a percentage and icon array. 
Two approaches were used to understand how, and if, these risk communication methods affected 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓȡ ÅÙÅ-tracking and retrospective think aloud cognitive interviews. 
Eye-movements were recorded as a series of co-ordinates 1,000 times a second. Eye-tracking data were 
analysed in terms of direction of motion and total visual attention (dwell time) to pre-defined areas of 
interest using descriptive statistics. Immediately after completing the last choice question, respondents 
werÅ ÁÓËÅÄ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÂÒÉÅÆÉÎÇ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
analysed using a conditional logit model.  
Result: Twenty female members of the public completed the DCE and fifteen completed the DCE in the 
eye-tracking experiment. Respondents gave significantly more visual attention, indicating information 
processing, to both risk attributes when risk was communicated with an icon array rather than solely as a 
percentage with a mean dwell time of 6316 and 5043 milliseconds, respectively. Respondents to the icon 
array version also exhibited significantly more upwards and downwards eye-movements (43% v 38% of 
saccades) suggesting calculations were made in line with expected utility theory possibly reflecting a 
greater understanding of the risk information. The eye-tracking data confirmed the self-reported attribute 
non-attendance as stated by respondents when asked the de-briefing questions with significantly lower (by 
almost 70%) mean dwell times to these attributes. The results of the conditional logit revealed both 
ÐÒÏÂÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÄÅÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ Á ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÓË ÏÆ ÕÎÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÉÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
decision to partake in breast screening.  
Conclusion: This pilot study demonstrates that eye-tracking can be used as a method to further understand 
$#% ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÉÌÏÔ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÆÒÁÍÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
decision making strategies and choices. 
 
 
Survival or Mortality: Framing of the Risk Attribute in a Discrete Choice Experiment 
Jorien Veldwijk, MSc, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment, The Netherlands; Brigitte 
Essers, PhD, Maastricht UMC, The Netherlands; Carmen Dirksen, PhD, Maastricht UMC, The Netherlands; 
Henriette Smit, PhD, UMC Utrecht, The Netherlands; Mattijs Lambooij, PhD, National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment, The Netherlands; G. Ardine de Wit, PhD, National Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment, The Netherlands 
Purpose: To empirically test whether and how framing of a risk attribute in a Discrete Choice Experiment 
(DCE) affects study results with respect to relative importance of the attributes, trading behavior and 
potential uptake rates.  
Methods: By means of ongoing data collection, two versions of a DCE- questionnaire containing nine D-
efficiently designed choice tasks were distributed among a representative sample of the Dutch population 
aged 55-65years. The DCE consisted of four attributes related to the decision whether to participate in 
genetic screening for colorectal cancer (CRC). Three fixed attributes were; risk of being genetically 
predisposed, risk of developing CRC, and frequency of follow-up colonoscopies. The included risk attribute 
was framed positively as survival rate and negatively as mortality rate. Mixed logit models were conducted 
to estimate the relative importance of the attributes. Dominant decision behavior was determined and 
potential uptake rates were calculated.  
Results: Overall, risk attribute framing significantly interacted with most of the attribute level estimates.  
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Based on the positive frame, the frequency of follow-up colonoscopies was most important followed by 
survival rate, while based on the negative fame, mortality rate was most important. Twice as many 
respondents dominated on the survival attribute compared to the mortality attribute. Potential uptake 
rates were calculated for multiple hypothetical scenarios, in all cases they were lower based on the data of 
the negative frame.  
Conclusion: The use of a positive frame leads to significantly increased frequency of dominant choices. 
Negative framing of the risk attribute resulted in a different relative importance of the attributes and a 
lower willingness to participate in genetic screening for CRC compared to positive framing. These results 
call for greater attention and more research with regard to the impact of framing of risk attributes in DCEs 
aiming to elicit preferences within the health care or public health context. 
 
 

13:00-14:30  Session 3 
 
 
The Value of Diagnostic Information: Elicitation of the Money-%ÑÕÉÖÁÌÅÎÔ 6ÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅ 
Tests? 
Axel C. Mühlbacher, PhD, MBA, Hochschule Neubrandenburg, Germany; F. Reed Johnson, PhD, Duke 
University, United States; Jui-Chen Yang, MEM, Triangle Health Preference Research, United States 
Purpose: Lack of diagnostic certainty or possible distress related to positive results could limit application 
of new testing technologies. However, diagnostic information could inform contingency planning or have 
the intrinsic valuÅ ÏÆ ȰÊÕÓÔ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇȢȱ 1ÕÁÎÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓȭ ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÔÉÃ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ 
inform development of testing guidelines and decisions about investments in testing technologies. The aim 
of the empirical study was the quantification of preferences of the general public for !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ Disease 
test technologies and the perceived value of diagnostic information, applying discrete-choice experiment 
(DCE) and contingent-valuation (CV) questions  
Method: The survey presented respondents with a series of DCE questions. A fractional factorial 
experimental design with 36 choice questions was constructed using a D-optimal algorithm. Each profile 
was defined by three attributes Diagnostic test cost was included as an attribute in the choice questions to 
estimate the money-equivalent value (MEV), for improvements in the levels of the diagnostic test 
attributes. In addition to the discrete-choice question format, CV questions were included to capture the 
value of diagnostic test information assuming treatment is available to patients. The preference data were 
analyzed using random-parameters logit models. In particular, relative importance is indicated by the MEV 
of utility differences. For the specified linear-additive indirect utility function, MEV for test characteristics is 
the expected mean compensating-surplus welfare measure for respondents with an interest in the specific 
ÔÅÓÔ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅȢ %Ø ÁÎÔÅ -%6 ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÔȱ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÔÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ 
thus is the value of having tÈÅ ÔÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÓÅÔȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
standard random-utility log-sum formula  
Results: A total of 1615 respondents (800 in UK, 815 in Germany) completed the survey. 281 respondents 
chose the no-test alternative in all the DCE questions and did not express an interest in the diagnostic test 
described in the CV question even at zero cost. Although mean parameters were similar, all standard-
deviation measures of taste heterogeneity for Germany were significantly larger than UK estimates. There 
were no statistically significant differences between country samples in mean preference-parameter 
estimates for either test characteristics or cost. The preference weights were then used to calculate ex 
ante mean MEV for AD test profiles. The most valued diagnostic test was brain imaging without radioactive 
ÍÁÒËÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÅÓÔ ÐÒÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ -%6Ó ÏÆ ΉΥΦΤ ÁÍÏÎÇ 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ΉΩΡΦ 
among UK respondents. The least valued diagnostic test was spinal tap with worst test precision, with 
ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ -%6Ó ÏÆ ΉΦΫ ÁÎÄ ΉΥΩ ÁÍÏÎÇ 'ÅÒÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 5+ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙȢ  
Conclusion: This study focused on the value of AD diagnostic test information for respondents who were 
asked to evaluate tradeoffs among test characteristics and cost. Analysis yielded preference estimates 
indicating the relative importance of diagnostic test characteristics, as well as monetary value estimates.  
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The CV questions showed that a surprisingly large percentage of respondents were not willing to take a 
diagnostic test or did not state any interest. The likelihood of rejecting diagnostic information was 
correlated with various attitude and health-history variables. 
 
 
Incorporating DCE Uptake Prediction of New HIV Prevention Products into Cost Effectiveness Models  
Fern Terris-Prestholt, PhD, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom; Matthew 
Quaiffe, BA, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom; Peter Vickerman, PhD, 
University of Bristol, United Kingdom 
Purpose: Mathematical modelling studies have shown the importance of more efficacious products, and 
user uptake and adherence on the impact of new prevention technologies (NPTs). However, to date these 
models have relied on uptake assumptions based on expert opinion or existing technologies, rather than 
empirical data such as discrete choice experiments (DCEs). A recent DCE study explored South African 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅÄ ()6 ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔ 
effectiveness and higher uptake among those who did not use condoms. To improve mathematical models 
estimating the impact of the introduction of new HIV technologies, we compare the conventional 
approach of modelling product uptake as independent from product effectiveness with a new approach 
that accounts for estimates of product uptake by product effectiveness obtained from DCE data.  
Methods: DCE data are used from a study among 1017 South African women in Greater Johannesburg, 
South Africa. This DCE elicited preferences for the characteristics of new women initiated HIV prevention 
ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÅÓ ɉ&ÅÍÁÌÅ ÃÏÎÄÏÍȟ ÍÁÌÅ ÃÏÎÄÏÍȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÁÐÈÒÁÇÍȟ ÍÉÃÒÏÂÉÃÉÄÅÓ ÁÎÄ ȬÕÓÅ ÎÏ ()6 ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȭȢ 
This study uses empirically estimated predictions of uptake to model the average population protection 
provided when introducing microbicides, accounting for the differential uptake by product effectiveness 
and use of condom and compares this to assumptions of 30% uniform uptake among non-condom users 
only.  
Results: Combined population protection, where condom use is 20% and the microbicide is moderately 
(55%) effective, is predicted at 30%, of which 17% attributable to condoms and 13% to new microbicide 
uptake. The DCE data suggests uptake of a 55% effective microbicide would only be 16% among non-
condom users and lead to 2% condom substitution, predicting only 23% combined protection. At 60% 
condom use, uniform uptake predicts 58% protection, which differential uptake predicts 53% protection. 
However, at high product effectiveness (95%), population protection using user preferences is predicted at 
68%, above the uniform uptake predictions of 62%.  
Conclusions: This study shows microbicide impact using uniform uptake predictions are likely to be 
overestimated for moderately effective products while underestimated for highly effective products. Not 
accounting for this differential effect is likely to lead to biased models and inefficient allocation of 
resources. As such quantitative data on drivers of uptake rare for new prevention technologies, this study 
proposes the use of hypothetical DCE data to strengthen our impact models. 
 
 
From Choice-Experiment Data to Regulatory Intelligence: Constructing a Decision Tool 
F. Reed Johnson, PhD, Duke University, United States 
Purpose: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) sponsored the first discrete-choice experiment 
(DCE) study to provide regulatory-ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓȭ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ-risk tradeoffs. 
4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÑÕÁÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÏÂÅÓÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȭ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ accept inconvenience, side-effect risks, and mortality 
risks in return for weight loss and weight-loss duration. Conventional reporting practices for DCE benefit-
risk studies include basic information about survey development, data collection, and analysis. However, 
regulatory users of such studies needed to know minimum acceptable benefits for given benefits and 
maximum acceptable risks for given benefits for novel weight-loss devices with specific features, precision 
levels of risk-tolerance values, and the distribution of risk tolerance for the specified device in the target 
population.  
Methods: The choice model was estimated using random-parameters logit with effects-coded categorical  
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variables and Box-Cox transformed nonlinear continuous variables. Unobserved preference heterogeneity 
was assumed to be normally distributed. Trade-off preferences were elicited in an ex-ante framework over 
probabilities. Evidence on benefits and risks are in the form of ex post, realized outcomes observed in 
clinical trials. Simple extrapolations of parameter estimates initially resulted in implausible results, including 
incorrect signs, for values derived from the tails of distributions and extreme values of explanatory 
variables. These problems were resolved by (1) accounting for differences between realized and expected 
utility allowing for likelihood of being in the market to calculate risk tolerance (see Figure 1) and (2) 
censoring simulated empirical distributions to prohibit extrapolations beyond the range of the data. The 
interface was revised in a series of interactions with FDA staff and regulatory reviewers to improve clarity 
and usability of the tool.  
Results: Users enter device characteristics, including weight loss or mortality risk, duration of weight loss, 
dietary restrictions, severity, and duration of side effects, co-morbidity benefits, and type of surgery. If 
weight-loss is specified, the tool calculates minimum acceptable risk with confidence intervals and quartiles 
of the preference distribution. If risk is specified, the tool calculates minimum acceptable weight loss along 
with precision and distribution information. The display also shows the relative contribution of each 
attribute level to the overall acceptable risk or acceptable benefit value. The decision tool has been tested 
in FDA evaluations of new weight-loss device submissions. Reviewers report that the tool is easy to use and 
provides important information on patient values previously lacking in regulatory deliberations. FDA 
currently is drafting guidance for including the required patient-preference data in approval applications to 
implement similar decision tools for other new health technologies.  
Conclusions: Stated-preference researchers often target the results of their studies at other researchers. 
Translating preference findings into forms relevant to support decision making requires re-examination of 
model assumptions and calculations not usually reported in documenting such studies. 
 
 
Incorporating Results from a Discrete Choice Experiment into a Discrete Event Simulation Model 
Rodolfo Andrés Hernandez, MSc, University of Aberdeen, United Kingdom; Luke David Vale, University of 
Newcastle, United Kingdom; Mandy Ryan, PhD, University of Aberdeen, Scotland; Jennifer Margaret Burr, 
University of St Andrews, United Kingdom 
Background / Motivation: Health Technology Assessment (HTA) focuses on Quality Adjusted Life Years 
(QALYs) as the main valuation method but this approach does not capture factors beyond health 
important to patients and the public. Discrete choice experiments (DCE) have been extensively used to 
value such factors. However, examples of the use of DCEs within an economic evaluation framework are 
limited. In this paper we incorporate the output of a DCE into an economic evaluation based upon a 
Discrete Event Simulation (DES). The case study is monitoring individuals with ocular hypertension at risk of 
developing open angle glaucoma (OAG). We compare policy recommendations from cost-benefit analysis 
(CBA), using willingness to pay (WTP) values generated from a DCE, and cost-utility analysis (CUA) using 
EQ-5D generated QALYs.  
Methods: An advisory panel and patient focus group identified seven attributes with associated levels for 
the DCE: risk of developing glaucoma, severe glaucoma and visual impairment; unwanted effects of 
treatment; communication and understanding; monitoring location and a price proxy. A pilot study (n=183) 
ÅÌÉÃÉÔÅÄ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÓÕÒÖÅÙȭÓ $-efficient design. Images were used to explain 
glaucoma disease stages and risk levels. Data were collected using an internet panel survey and analysed 
using a multinomial logit. WTP estimates were generated and incorporated into a DES model. EQ5D data 
were obtained from 255 people with glaucoma sampled from eye care services and a glaucoma patient-
based organisation. EQ5D estimates for ocular hypertension were assumed equal to mild glaucoma. Five 
monitoring strategies were compared - ÆÏÕÒ ȬÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇȭ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ȬÔÒÅÁÔ-ÁÌÌȭȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ 
monitoring two strategies were based on National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÒÉÓË ÓÔÒÁÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ ȭ.)#% ÉÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅȭ 
(4-ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇɊ ÁÎÄ Ȭ.)#% ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÖÅȭ ɉΨ-monthly to biennial monitoring). Two 
pathways differed in location (hospital and community), with monitoring biennially and treatment initiated 
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ÆÏÒ Á Є ΨϷ Χ-ÙÅÁÒ ÇÌÁÕÃÏÍÁ ÒÉÓËȢ 4ÈÅ ȬÔÒÅÁÔ ÁÌÌȭ ÐÁÔÈ×ÁÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏ×ÅÒÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÅÙÅ 
drops and annual intraocular pressure testing in the community.  
Results: 4ÈÅ ȬÔÒÅÁÔ ÁÌÌȭ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÓÔ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÃÏÓÔȢ 7ÈÉÌÓÔ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ 
the second most costly strategy, it was the only pathway with a positive average net-benefit (£452) ɀ a 
finding partly explained by preferences to be actively monitored and reduced chance of having unwanted 
effects of treatment (compared to treat all). For the CUA hospital based active monitoring produced the 
highest average QALYs, the incrÅÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÏÓÔ ÐÅÒ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ 1!,9 ɉΔΪΧȟΥΣΤɊ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÏÖÅ .)#%ȭÓ 
ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÅÓÈÏÌÄ ɉΔΥΡȟΡΡΡɊȢ 4ÈÅ #5! ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÔÒÅÁÔ ÁÌÌȭ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÏÓÔ-
effective strategy.  
Conclusion: These results suggest the results generated from CBA and CUA may be different - the question 
of what is the objective of a health care system is therefore important. Issues raised when incorporating 
DCE results into an economic model will be discussed. 
 
 

14:45-15:30  Session 4 
 
 
Societal Willingness-to-Pay for Hemophilia Therapies in the US 
Shraddha Shankarrao Chaugule, B.Pharm.Sc, MS, University of Southern California, United States; Joel Hay, 
PhD, University of Southern California, United States; Guy Young, MD, #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÏÆ ,ÏÓ !ÎÇÅÌÅÓȟ 
University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine, United States 
Background and Objective: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control estimates that there are an estimated 
20,000 to 25,000 hemophiliacs in the US. There are two main strategies for hemophilia patients: on-
demand (as needed therapy) and prophylaxis (preventive therapy). Thirty percent of the hemophilia 
patients in the US receive prophylactic factor replacement. The average annual cost of this treatment is ~3 
times more than as-needed treatment. In a randomized controlled trial comparing these treatment 
modalities, Manco-Johnson noted that the cost of preventive treatment can reach as high as $300,000 per 
year though preventive treatment provides improved health-related outcomes and quality of life. The 
objective of this study was to assess the relative importance of different treatment strategies for 
hemophilia in monetary terms in the US using the discrete choice experiment method to estimate 
willingness-to-pay in a representative sample of the US adult population. The rationale for asking the 
general population was that on average, 39% of the hemophilia patients in the US are on government-
funded programs which pay for their expensive treatment and thus treatment costs are shared by the 
general population.  
Methods: 2!.$ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ,ÉÆÅ 0ÁÎÅÌ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÃÁÄÅmic research. It uses 
sampling weights based on population characteristics in the current population survey, a monthly survey of 
US households conducted by the Census Bureau for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. For the pilot study, 6 
panel members were interviewed over the phone. For the final survey, 235 panel members completed the 
survey. The discrete choice survey part presented a series of 5 trade-off questions consisting of 
hypothetical treatment profiles to each of the respondents. Respondents also had the option to opt-out of 
treatment for each of the scenarios. The relative importance of treatment attributes was analyzed using 
the nested logit model. Based on the attribute estimates, WTP was determined. A sensitivity analysis was 
also conducted to quantify the effect of excluding the respondents who fail rationality check. All analyses 
were performed using Stata version 13.0 (Stata Corporation, College Station, TX, 1997).  
Results: Costs (p value <0.002), treatment efficacy & dosing frequency (p value <0.02) and treatment 
related complications (p <0.015) were perceived to be the most important attributes while making a 
treatment decision. The general population was willing-to-pay an additional $530 per month out-of-pocket 
(95% CI: $403; $657) for three times weekly preventive therapy compared to as needed therapy. Key results 
also suggest that the US population was willing-to-pay an additional $187 (95% CI: $79; $295) for 
improvement in dosing from 3 times weekly preventive treatment to once weekly preventive treatment.  
Conclusions: The representatives of the community value clinical attributes such as treatment efficacy &  
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dosing frequency and treatment related complications while making a treatment decision for hemophilia 
population. However, the WTP results of this study suggest that it is unlikely the representatives of the 
community would consider preventive therapy to be cost effective. 
 
 
Treatment Preferences of Patients with Metastatic Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer: A Discrete Choice 
Experiment 
Axel C. Mühlbacher, PhD, MBA, and Susanne Bethge, MSc, BSc, Hochschule Neubrandenburg, Germany 
Purpose: Lung cancer is a major cause of cancer-related deaths and thus represents a global health 
problem. To date, decisions on which treatment to use are often driÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓȭ 
opinions. The perspective of patients with metastatic non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) on the importance 
of different treatment criteria and the ranking of these decision criteria are rarely taken into consideration. 
Aim ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓȭ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ .3#,# 
patients.  
Methods: The literature review and 10 qualitative interviews revealed seven patient-relevant treatment 
attributes. A Discrete-Choice Experiment (DCE) was used to rank the patient-relevant treatment 
characteristics. The DCE was conducted using a fractional factorial design (Ngene) and the statistical data 
analysis used random effect logit and GLLAMM latent class models for subgroup identification.  
Results: Within the qualitative part of this study (literature review and 10 qualitative interviews) seven 
patient-relevant treatment attributes could be identified. These attributes encompass outcome measures 
related to efficacy and side effects as well as the mode of administration. In total N=211 patients with 
metastatic NSCLC participated in the computer-assisted personal interviews. The estimation revealed a 
clear dominance for "progression-free survival" (coef.: 1.087) and "tumor-associated symptoms"(cough, 
ÓÈÏÒÔÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÂÒÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÉÎɊ ɉÃÏÅÆȢȡ ΣȢΡΫΡɊȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓȡ ȰÎÁÕÓÅÁ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÍÉÔÉÎÇͼ ɉÃÏÅÆȢȡ 
ΡȢΨΡΧɊȟ ȰÒÁÓÈȱ ɉÃÏÅÆȢȡ ΡȢΦΥΤɊȟ ȰÄÉÁÒÒÈÅÁȱ ɉÃÏÅÆȢȡ ΡȢΦΤΩɊ ÁÎÄ ȰÔÉÒÅÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÔÉÇÕÅȱ ɉÃÏÅÆȢȡ ΡȢΦΤΥɊȢ 4ÈÅ 
"mode of administration" was less important for participants (coef.: 0.141).  
Conclusions: "Progression-free survival" and "tumor-associated symptoms" were identified as key patient-
relevant treatment characteristics in this study. The sole consideration of the "progression-free survival" as 
foundation for decisions is not sufficient from the patients' perspective and multiple criteria are important. 
Subgroup analysis revealed that the importance of "progression-free survival" increases with increased 
therapy experience. Basically, the results give insight into how much a deciding factor affects the 
treatment decision from the perspective of patients. In addition, the results of this survey can provide a 
basis for patient-oriented evaluation of treatment options in NSCLC. 
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Business Agenda  

 
 

1. Opening and agenda: Axel C. Mühlbacher, Meeting Chair 

2. Memorial to Ely Dahan, PhD 

3. Financial report 

4. Membership report 

5. Announcements of future meetings  

6. Discussion on sustainability 

7. Closing 
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